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Abdul Baha to his house and spoke a great deal, but to
no effect. "I am sorry to see you in prison/* he would
say. "Here I am happy/' Abdul Baha answered. When
in the morning he was leaving, disappointed, he made an-
other effort by saying, "I hope, my Effendi, that I shall
see you next time in Haifa." Abdul Baha waved the
matter aside. When the governor heard the unsuccessful
report of his son, he was crestfallen and angry. At that
time he was so powerful that all the inhabitants of Syria
trembled through fear of him. His reports to the Sultan
were laws. One word from him would bring down the
ire of his Majesty on anybody's head, no matter how
important and influential they were.

When Abdul Baha realized that they were again at
their old tactics, trying to make him say the word "yes"
to their extortionate demands, he one day called Moto-
sarraf to his house and told him defiantly: "Do not
make any more intrigues; you shall fail in all your secret
machinations. There is a destined period for my impris-
onment. Before the coming of that time, even the kings
of the earth cannot take me out of this prison, but when
the appointed moment arrives, all the emperors of the
world cannot hold me a prisoner in Acca. I shall then go
out. Rest thou assured of this/'

When the Motosarraf heard this emphatic statement,
he wrote a letter to the governor, advising him not to
make any further move "because Abbas Effendi knows
the Talisman of Imam Ali. He has learned from the po-
sition of the heavenly Constellations the time of his free-
dom and no one can hasten it. It is better for us to give
up this idea."